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Taking a spin around Philly's
Xfinity Live!

Food, beer, TV and bull riding -- a guy's playground.

Posted: Su n da y , Ju n e 1 7 ,  2 01 2

1 2 :04  a m  | Updated: 4:45 pm , Mon

Oct 7,  2013.

ERIC ST A RK, St a rk Ra v in gs

Xfinity Live! is built on what is
sacred ground to many local
sports fans.

The $60 million entertainment
venue, across the street from
Citizens Bank Park, stands on the
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Garden Spot High School marching

band told to drop Bruno Mars, Fall

Out Boy songs

Listen and read the lyrics by Bruno

Mars and Fall Out Boy banned from

the Garden Spot marching band

Lancaster County Police Log:

Tuesday, July 22, 2014

After nearly six decades, a brewery

returns to Walnut Street

Two die in Sunday morning crashes

Cheryl K. Miller

site of the former Spectrum
arena, once home to Flyers ice
hockey and 76ers basketball.

It was here that I saw my first
professional basketball game.
And here that I crept courtside as
a 15-year-old and picked up a
stray basketball prior to a game,
only to have a behemoth of a
man, the 7-foot-1, 275-pound
Wayne "Tree" Rollins, reach out and scoop up
the ball from me as if it were an orange in his
hand. I was left staring up at him slack-jawed.

I was in awe then, and I was in awe a couple of
weeks ago when I stood again on that ground,
this time staring up at a mammoth high-
definition TV. Once again, my jaw dropped. As
with "Tree," the first thing I noticed was the
size.

When I was a boy, the basketball court was my
playground. Now that I'm 39, I see Xfinity Live!
as a playground for men who haven't grown up.
There are sports jerseys hanging on the walls,
TVs everywhere, vintage apparel for sale, adult
beverages and a mechanical bull.

From the outside, Xfinity Live! just looks like a
big gray building with some nice patio space.
But inside is a minimall of bars and restaurants
with an absolutely gigantic screen taking center
stage in the main corridor. From either
entrance, the first thing that catches your eye is
the 32-foot (not inch) Sony LED screen at the
NBC Sports Arena; it has amazing clarity.
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Bullies waitress Jen Duffy serves up beer and a sandwich. (Justin
David Graybill/Sunday News)

read more
Taking a spin around Philly's Xfinity Live!
Inside Xfinity  Liv e! (Justin Dav id
Gray bill/Sunday  News)
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Lancaster County woman sues A.C.

Moore

What Do You Think?

Do you think the legalization of slot
machines has been a positive thing for
Pennsylvania?

No

Yes

Submit

Things To Do

"This is the largest indoor TV in the world," said
Ike Richmond, a spokesman for Comcast-
Spectacor, the joint venture that owns Xfinity
Live! with Cordish Cos., based in Baltimore.
Cordish is responsible for developing the Power
Plant in Baltimore and similar spots in Atlantic
City, N.J., Houston and St. Louis.

New destination

The 80,000-square-foot venue, open since
March 30, is centrally located between Citizens

Bank Park (home of Phillies baseball), Lincoln Financial Field (home of Eagles football) and Wells
Fargo Center (home of the 76ers and Flyers).

When I first heard about this dining, entertainment and retail area, I thought, "Finally!" The
options near the stadiums had been limited: either get crammed in at McFadden's at the ballpark
or at Chickie's & Pete's, about a half-mile away on Packer Avenue.

Most stadiums have other attractions nearby, and now Philadelphia has something else to do.

"Outside of sports, we are trying to be a destination in itself," said Rob Johnson, a vice president of
marketing with Xfinity Live! "But also have a one-of-a-kind sports viewing place."

"We want to re-create the sports experience with fans and really make this a fourth stadium," he
said.

But not everyone thinks adding another attraction to the area is a good thing. Mike Gross, Sunday
News assistant sports editor, covered a recent Phillies game at Citizens Bank Park. When he filed
his story and tried to leave, there were people everywhere, he said.

"That place is becoming a zoo," he said. "It is like being at the boardwalk, and not in a good way."

A hostess at Bully's - one of five large restaurants at Xfinity Live! - said the place gets very crowed
in the evening, with long lines after games. The venue has a capacity of 3,000 people inside, and
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Things To Do
 
Today
7/22 8 AM Artists Chad Buffington and…

7/22 9 AM Summer Science Camps!

7/22 10 AM 70 Works

7/22 10 AM 52nd Annual Community Art…

7/22 10 AM First Friday with Jaye Crist -…

7/22 10 AM Summer Vacation: Group Exhibit

7/22 11 AM Peter Pan

7/22 12 PM Joe Hicks: Ceramics

7/22 6 PM The Music Man

7/22 7 PM Lifetree Cafe - To Frack or Not…

 
This Week

7/23 5 PM 5 Th Annual Live Green Summer…

7/24 3 PM Music Of The Night: The Songs of…

7/24 6 PM Crafts & Draughts

7/25 5 PM Live at 5! with The Maxwell Project

7/25 6 PM 2nd annual Corks & Candies - A…

7/26 11 AM Barnyard Kingdom Grand Opening

7/26 7 PM Cowboy Monkey Rodeo

7/27 10 AM Bike Week @ East Side Market

7/27 2 PM Suumer Sunday Music Series! D.C.…

they've reached their max several times and had lines to get in. The outside area allows for
another 2,000 people.

Playing to packed houses since the end of March, Xfinity Live! opened unofficially March 28 and
29 to accommodate Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band concerts at the Wachovia Center.
Then on March 31, the Final Four of the NCAA basketball tournament took place, and the Flyers'
playoff run began, followed by the 76ers in the postseason.

"I think people in this area realize it is not just a place to come before or after a game," Richmond
said. "You don't have to have a [game] ticket to come here."

He said there are 20,000 free parking spaces on nongame days; one hour after a game begins,
parking becomes free again. (Parking in and around the sports complex for a game can cost as
much as $20.)

Richmond hailed the venue as family-friendly, citing Playstation and Wii for children to play at
Bully's, the NBC sports field outside, and family-themed events.

But Elaine Hamm, of Mount Joy, didn't think it was very family-oriented when she went there with
her husband and two daughters, ages 10 and 7. She said it reminded her of a bar scene geared to
people in their 20s.

They got to the complex early, at 2:30 p.m., prior to the Phillies' On Deck Series exhibition game
April 2. Her husband, Brett, a Flyers fan, wanted to see Xfinity Live! and took a lot of photos, she
said.

"To me, it was not family-friendly. If that was what they were trying to do, they didn't achieve it,
because we didn't stay," said Hamm, who said her family opted to eat at Citizens Bank Park. "If
[Brett] goes to a Flyers game, he'll be back [at Xfinity], but he'll go without us."

Blending in

It's 2:15 p.m. on a Tuesday afternoon, and Hall of Fame football writer Ray Didinger is holding
court at a table in the NBC Sports Arena, his conversation unaffected by a 32-foot TV, two 60-
inchers and the eight smaller screens under them. ("They keep getting more TVs, and I lose track
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how many we have," Johnson said.)

In addition to the five anchor restaurants, there are several small vendor stands with ties to Philly,
including Nick's Roast Beef, Chickie's & Pete's, Tim Horton and Mitchell & Ness, a sports clothing
shop. The 700-square-foot store includes part of the 76ers' basketball court in its floor and the
Flyers' rink boards in its walls.

The bigger restaurants include Victory Beer Hall and PBR on one end, Bully's and Spectrum Grill
on the other, and NBC Sports Arena in the middle. Bully's and NBC Sport Arena are the only two
open for lunch daily. Xfinity Live! is open from 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. daily.

At Victory Beer Hall it's Octoberfest year-round, with a very German feel. Featuring regional craft
brews of Victory Brewing Co. in Downingtown, the place has long tables, a stage for live music, and
large wooden chandeliers. Opening for the supper crowd, the hall inspires patrons to sing along to
songs and swing their arms while holding their steins and glasses.

PBR, which refers to the Professional Bull Riders Association, is an unique blend of urban chic and
country cool, a restaurant chain with authentic Tex-Mex food. (Finish the Bull Fighter, a 3-pound
burrito for $49.99, in 30 minutes, and you get a T-shirt.) There are also girls dancing on the bars
and a wild mechanical bull.

"We've had a few [Philadelphia] Eagles ride the bull," said Richmond, who declined to name
names.

Spectrum Grill is more upscale than the other places and falls into the fine-dining category with
high-end steaks and fresh seafood, including a raw bar and Asian fusion food. Every Friday night,
the Grill hosts "Flirt," during which "good-looking crowds" are encouraged to come out, Johnson
said. It starts at 10 p.m. (goes till 1:30 a.m.), if you think pass the eye test.

The signature item here is espresso-crusted steaks, and the Grill is starting to bottle and sells its
homemade steak sauce.

I ate lunch with Sunday News photographer Justin Graybill at Bully's, named for the "Broad Street
Bullies," a nickname given to the rambunctious Flyers teams of the 1970s.

There are 115 bottled beers and 32 different drafts. The beer list included the alcohol volume, but
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not the prices, which always frustrates me. I asked our server and was told most beers range in
price from $4 to $7.

For starters, we had the Phillips Maryland blue crab dip with Old Bay pita chips ($11); I'd order
this again. The Pub, a hamburger with Jarlsberg cheese, caramelized shallots, and a fried egg, was
quite good, and $10.99 didn't seem unreasonable. You can get bangers and mash as a side dish.
(They were just OK.) I tried Justin's Phillips crab cake sandwich ($15). It had a nice taste with a bit
of kick to it.

The food came in a wrapper re-creating the now-defunct Philadelphia Bulletin newspaper, with the
headline "We're Number One!" from the Flyers' Stanley Cup win in the early 1970s. I could see
dropping $80 to $100 on food and drinks at this place.

There's also a VIP section. Rates to get into this exclusive area vary, depending on the event and
"levels of VIP." This space can hold parties for 1,500 people, and there is room on the second
floor for 350.

Some of the top regional and national disc jockeys are spinning at Xfinity Live!, making it a very
big party every night, Richmond said.

Outside, there's patio seating and a 24-foot screen that this summer will double as a movie screen,
showing family films Friday nights. Saturday is concert night with at least one national act per
month, officials said. Pop artists the Goo Goo Dolls opened the place in March, country artist
Trent Tomlinson played here June 9, and Go Go Gadjet and Modern Bliss are slated to play June
23 and 30, respectively. Concerts start after 9 p.m., when everyone must be 21 years or older to
enter.

Richmond anticipates a live concert every Sunday during Eagles home games. He said people
already are tailgating in the parking lot and watching games on the 24-foot screen above the
parking-lot entrance.

I'd go back at least once, so I can see it crowed and to watch a game live on the big screen. But my
first impressions are that it is not spread out enough, and the packed house, loud music and
masses consuming volumes of adult beverages would start to annoy me in the early morning
hours.

During a game, Xfinity Live! could be a fun place, but later in the night. Otherwise, I think I'll
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avoid it, so that my boyish awe doesn't disappear.

Staff writer Eric Stark discusses trends and tidbits in broadcast media each week in the Sunday
News. He can be reached at estark@lnpnews.com.
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07.20.14 Financial Services and
Banking

Jr. Web Developer
07.20.14 Computers

Feed Truck Driver
07.20.14 Transportation and Material
Moving

Warehouse Associates
07.20.14 Operations, Logistics and

Township Information
Marietta Borough
Marietta Borough Officials
Mount Joy Borough
Mount Joy Borough Officials
East Donegal Township
East Donegal Township Officials
Mount Joy Township
Mount Joy Township Officials

History
Donegal Society
Marietta Restoration Associates
Maytown Historical Society
Mount Joy Historical Society

Minutes
Donegal School Board
Marietta Borough Council
Mount Joy Borough Council

Outdoors
Mount Joy Sportsmen's Association
Donegal Fish Conservation Association

Police & Fire
Mount Joy Borough Police
Northwest Regional Police
Susquehanna Regional Police
Fire Department Mount Joy
Maytown-East Donegal Fire Department
Susquehanna Valley EMS

Community
Milanof-Schock Library
Mount Joy Farmers Market
Mount Joy Lions Club
Mount Joy Rotary

Schools
Donegal School District
Lancaster Mennonite School Kraybill Campus
Susquehanna Waldorf School
Mount Joy Campus, Lancaster County Career &
Technology Center

Legislators
State Sen. Mike Folmer
State Rep. David S. Hickernell
State Rep. Mindy Fee

Agendas
Donegal School Board
Mount Joy Borough Council

Business
Main Street Mount Joy
Marietta Area Business Association
Mount Joy Chamber of Commerce
Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce

Community Sports
Donegal Youth Soccer
Maytown Youth Organization
Mount Joy Athletic Association
Donegal Area Church Softball League

Recreation
Maytown Sport Parachute Club
Mount Joy Athletic Association
Mount Joy Parks Department
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